
The new Karin Dom is the result of an open, international, anonym competition, organized by Optimistas in col-
laboration with the Karin Dom Foundation held in late 2019 in order to create a new home that hosts the non-
profit organization with a leading role in providing professional services for children with special needs and their 
families. Velux Foundation has provided the funding and the Municipality of Varna - the land. In addition, plenty of 
organizations and private citizens, who believe in the importance of such a centre for the community, have contrib-
uted with donations for materials, interior furniture, and special equipment. The selected competition winner was 
declared in March 2020, and the opening of the building was held on September 19th, 2022.

Jury member comments 
 “UNAS Studio won with a compact and at first glance simple concept, but in fact well thought of as a location in the 
centre of the terrain, as a function and as economical and energy efficiency solution. In this form, the building preserves 
most of the existing trees, leaves the largest yard possible, has an economical façade solution, and creates a well-organ-
ized shared space inside, which gives many opportunities for a relaxed atmosphere and inclusion of children with special 
needs – all necessary conditions set in the concept note by the assignor. It is this efficiency of the building and the high 
likelihood that it will fit into the budget provided that envisage its timely successful completion.

KARIN DOM
Child care center for children with special needs
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